
 
Taos Academy Parents,         2/1/17 

The new semester is off to a great start.   Getting involved with school is the key to success. Students have 

the opportunity to attend the Student Success Lab Monday through Thursday 8-12 and Math tutoring on 

Fridays from 8-12 with Math tutors available. We encourage students to come get help in Math if they are 

struggling.  

 
The STEM Institute classes are another way to expand programming and enrich their experience in school. We 

encourage students to sign up for these classes. Room is still available in some classes.  See Ms. Lori at the 

front desk. 

 
For parents, we encourage you to come into the school to shadow your child during their educational day. Your 

child’s success at TA is directly related to your involvement as a parent. We would encourage you all to 

schedule some time to see your child in action at TA! Our design is non-traditional and therefore takes more 

training and understanding on the part of all involved, including parents. Understanding the philosophy and 

mission of the school is recommended so you know how to best support your child in an online blended 

environment. As a start, attending the trainings and parents nights where we discuss student success, school 

opportunities, and TA’s mission would give you new ideas and a further understanding of the design of TA. 

Parent Advisory meets the last Tuesday of every month, another fantastic opportunity to get involved in your 

child’s school. 

 

 

Snow Policy: We will follow Taos Municipal Schools for school closure. Closures and delays will be posted 

on KOB, KOAT and KRQE.com.  Please be sure you have access to TV, internet or radio broadcasts that will 

give you this information. We will follow delay and full day closures only. Mid-day closures are at the 

discretion of the parent depending on safety decisions.  Students are required to continue to work on 

coursework. Students who fall behind will be subject to the consequences stated in our attendance policy. 

Parents must sign students out from school to have students released from school early for any reason. 



   Re Enrollment and Lottery 
Taos Academy will be opening our lottery process next month. We have grown each year by the 

recommendations from our parent and student body.  Thank you for your support and please share some of the 

successes your children have done. Just a few successes to share: 
● Ranked as one of America's Best High Schools by US News and World Report 2015.  

● Received an A grade for the past four years:  SY 12/13, SY 13/14, SY 14/15 and SY 15/16 

● 97% Graduation Rate 

● College Credits earned in Semester 1 = 333 College Credits by students in our early college program 

● Offering increased academic support and enrichment through our Middle School Plus Program, Student 

Success Lab, STEM classes, and live Enrichment classes in Math and LA. 

● Offering more extra-curricular classes: archery, robotics, chess, Honor Society, writing workshops, 

Spanish language enrichment. 
● Student/Parent choice for extended programming: Take advantage of our flexible scheduling and 

expanded programming, including a 4.5 day week – on campus or blended to suit family needs 

 

 

 
Sweet Slide School-wide Fundraiser 
Come join Taos Academy's annual fundraising event, the Sweet Slide on Friday, February 10, 2017 at either 

Taos Ski Valley or Taos Youth and Family Center. Participants get sponsors to give money per run if they are 

skiing or snowboarding at TSV or per lap around the ice rink or pool at TYFC.  The Sweet Slide ski and 

snowboard-a-thon at Taos Ski Valley is from 9am to 2pm.  The skate-a-thon at TYFC is from 1:30pm to 

3:30pm. Students who are at UNM or work on Fridays still need to participate in the fundraiser.  They may ski, 

skate or snowboard on another day or get donations, ask businesses for donations (letter attached), or sell raffle 

tickets. Proceeds benefit Taos Academy's outdoor education program, ski scholarships and STEM Institute 

classes. Bring your sponsorship form to register.  For sponsorship forms or more information call 751-3109 or 

e-mail kmoulton@taosacademy.org.  Flyer and sponsor sheets are attached. The advisory who raises the most 

money will receive a pizza party. 

 

 
We need your help!  We could use some volunteers for the Sweet Slide Fundraiser to count skiers and skaters, 

bake goods, and sell them at Taos Ski Valley.  We will be accepting baked goods at school on Thursday, 

February 9.  If you can help us out, please contact Ms. Moulton at kmoulton@taosacademy.org. 

mailto:kmoulton@taosacademy.org
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Light Lunch & Snack Program: See attached Menu 

 
February 7-8 - Beef and Cucumber Salad ($3) 
February 14-15 - Chicken stew ($3) 
February 21-22 - Frito Pies (meat or veggie)($3) 
February 28-March 1 - Lasagna (meat or veggie)($3) 

 

 

 

 
RosettaStone news 
Accounts are active and students who registered through their advisors as of January 19 are ready to go. 

Remember to log in with your Edgenuity username and password. The web site link for RosettaStone is 

available at our TaosAcademy.org (quick links) or TA Bookmarks in Chrome. Emails have been sent out via 

RosettaStone with instructions, including the student manual in Google Slides.  
Registration is still going on so if you want/need to register, let your adviser know ASAP.  

 

 

 

 

 
TECHnology Update: 

 
Cyberbullying is becoming a more prevalent and serious form of bullying in the 21st century.  Cyberbullying is 

bullying that takes place using electronic technology. Electronic technology includes devices and equipment 

such as cell phones, computers, and tablets as well as communication tools including social media sites, text 

messages, chat, and websites. It is a behavior that can have serious negative impact and consequences.  For this 

reason, we would like you to review these tips to prevent cyberbullying and identify signs that your child may 

https://www.stopbullying.gov/what-is-bullying/index.html


be involved in cyberbullying.  At TACS we have a zero tolerance toward bullying that includes forms of 

cyberbullying, so please take the time to read through the following information. 

 
Prevent cyberbullying before it starts 
To stay safe with technology, teach your kids to: 

● Refuse to pass along cyberbullying messages. 
● Tell their friends to stop cyberbullying. 
● Block communication with cyberbullies; delete messages without reading them. 
● Never post or share their personal information online (including full name, address, telephone number, 

school name, parents’ names, credit card number, or Social Security number) or their friends’ personal 

information. 
● Never share their Internet passwords with anyone, except you. 
● Talk to you about their life online. 
● Not put anything online that they wouldn't want their classmates to see, even in email. 
● Not send messages when they’re angry or upset. 
● Always be as polite online as they are in person. 

Source: National Crime Prevention Council 

Spot the warning signs of cyberbullying 

Your child may be the victim of cyberbullying if he or she: 

● Becomes sad, angry, or distressed during or after using the Internet or cell phone. 
● Appears anxious when receiving a text, IM, or email. 
● Avoids discussions or is secretive about computer or cell phone activities. 
● Withdraws from family, friends, and activities they previously enjoyed. 
● Suffers an unexplained drop in grades. 
● Refuses to go to school or to specific classes, or avoids group activities. 
● Shows changes in mood, behavior, sleep, appetite, or shows signs of depression or anxiety. 

We hope, as parents, you are able to utilize this knowledge to help protect your student from the more 

dangerous parts of the internet.  If you have a specific, technology related question, please, feel free to contact 

any of the following TECH Team members: 

  

Collin E. Miller - cmiller@taosacademy.org 

Lee Shawver - lshawver@taosacademy.org 

Kelci Pike - kpike@taosacademy.org 

Jamie Lucero - jlucero@taosacademy.org 

Jeanette Henshaw - jhenshaw@taosacademy.org 

  

Look for our continued updates in the monthly newsletter. 

 

 

 

https://www.helpguide.org/articles/depression/teen-depression-signs-help.htm


 
 

 
 

Mid School Student Advisory 
We are selling Valentine Candy Grams for the next two weeks.  2 for $1 12 different designs.  See the student 

council members with the blue tub before school and at lunch.  (Parents you can buy them from Ms. Lori at the 

front desk)  Candy Grams will be delivered to advisories on Monday the 13th & Tuesday the 14th.  Next, we 

are hosting a dance Thursday February 23rd from 6:30-8:30.  Any help with setup, cleanup and chaperoning 

will be greatly appreciated.  we need 3-6 parents chaperones to assist the teachers, thanks.  Contact Ms. 

Henshaw(jhenshaw@taosacademy,org) if you are interested. 

 

MS+ 

MS Plus Update 
MS Plus students are making a group effort to be more productive during Edgenuity work time. Our goal is to 

have everyone at 70% or above actual grades in all classes at all times.  If you have questions about this plan or 

if you have any ideas for making MS Plus better, please email Ms. Joseph. We would love to hear from you.  

 
Explora will present Elucidating Illumination and Energy Transformers this quarter. We look forward to these 

presentations on February 21 and March 28.  

 
Remember MS Plus is available to students in the afternoon. If students attend SSL in the morning and want to 

attend MS Plus for part of or all afternoon, they can pay $10 per quarter and sign up with Ms. Robbins. The 

afternoon program is structured to accommodate student participation in one or both STEM blocks. Field Trips 

are planned and students may only miss one STEM class per quarter with advance permission from their 

instructor to participate in a field trip.  

 
Fifteen students are participating in the GRIP (Gang Resistance is Powerful to all students.) program this 

semester. This program is a collaboration with the Taos County Juvenile Justice Board and Non-Violence 

Works. Grip is a nationally recognized 10 lesson anti-gang and Bully awareness curriculum. If you want your 

student to participate, there is still time to return the signed permission form.  
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Internship Paperwork- Due before March 9, 2017  
If students want credit for the Spring 2017, they need to turn in the attached 3 forms 

1.   Memorandum of Understanding  
2.  Internship Agreement 
3.  Progress Report 

These forms can also be found on the TA website under the “Quick Forms” tab and they must be signed by a 

supervisor and a parent and turned in to Ms. Moulton.  If you have already turned in this paperwork, you do not 

need to turn it in again. 

 

 

TAOS ACADEMY GRADUATION is Friday May 19, 2017 10 am – 12 at the Taos Center 

for the Arts (TCA). Graduation rehearsal is Thursday, May 18 at 10 am at the TCA.  All seniors must 

attend rehearsal and graduation. 

 

UNM – STEM Dual Credit Applications are available now!  If you would like to receive college and high 

school credit for STEM classes, Music Applications, Culinary Arts and/or Acting, please fill out a UNM 

Application and turn it into Ms. Senescu by this Thursday, February 3, 2017 by 3 pm. 

  

COLLEGE LINK and FECP UNM STUDENTS:  The deadline to DROP a UNM class is this Friday, February 

4, 2017.  Seniors, please finish up your college applications for fall 2017.   

  

New Mexico State University recruiter, Sylvia Castillo, will be visiting TA seniors on Thursday, February 9, at 

10 am. 

  

New Mexico Highlands University recruiter, Desiree, will be visiting TA juniors and seniors on February 16, 

2017 at 10:15 am. 



  

ASVAB Follow up Session is February 21, 2017 at 10 am in Career Pathways class.  All 10th grade students are 

expected to attend to find out their career choices.  Fun for all! 

 

All HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS and EIGHTH GRADE STUDENTS - Taos High School is 

hosting a “Transitions - College and Career Fair” on Friday, February 10, 2017 and have cordially invited 

Taos Academy students to attend from 9 – 10 am.  There will be representatives from colleges, businesses and 

lots of information on options for after high school.  There will also be food from the THS Culinary Arts 

Program for sale.  Please sign up with Ms. Senescu or Ms. Densow ASAP, so we can let THS know how many 

students will attend. 

 

SENIOR TRIP We are planning our first Taos Academy Senior Trip to Los Angeles March 

11-March 14, 2017. Activities include behind the scenes tours of Universal Studios and the J. Paul Getty 

Center.  We will also go to the Museum of Jurassic Technology, Griffith Observatory, Los Angeles 

Museum of Art, Hollywood, and the Santa Monica Pier.   

We are at the end of our fundraising. We will be running the concession stand for the Taos Men’s 

Basketball League through February16th.  Students may sign up to work the concession on the shared 

spreadsheet.  There is also a bake sale at Walmart on February 4.  Sign up on the same spreadsheet.  Our 

crowdfunding campaign with GoFundMe has $700.  Please share this link with family and friends.  If 

funded, it would reduce each student’s cost by $250 each.  

gofundme.com/taos-academy-senior-trip 

DUE February 9 - $188 for bus transportation 

DUE February 23 - $326 for activities 

Please contact Mrs. Moulton for questions. 

 
Greetings all… 

 
This semester has begun with lots of activity beginning with UNM dual credit registration, organizing 

schedules, and Winter Activities and the Sweet Slide fundraising. Seniors are busy fundraising for their big trip 

in March!  

http://gofundme.com/taos-academy-senior-trip


 
College Link students and some younger TA writers read some of their original compositions at the annual 

SOMOS Youth Writers Night at the Harwood Museum theatre on Jan 25. Our TA students along with the 

myriad other students from our community did an extraordinary job. Amazing work comes from this event 

every year.  Some CL students are registered in the UNM literary class that produces HOWL -- a student 

publication. 
Students have completed their mid-year MAP tests which will be concluded in the Spring as part of the short 

cycle assessment requirement for schools. Our school is targeting WRITING skills:  grammar, punctuation, 

capitalization, structure, and other elements in all open response activities across the curriculum in EDGE and 

enrichment classes.  We’re looking forward to exponentially strong growth this semester. Congratulations, TA 

scholars! 

 
PARCC testing will happen later in the Spring. Seniors will begin planning their graduation parties, ordering 

caps and gowns, practicing speeches, and checking emails and snail mail for the big news for the next Fall 2017 

semester! Here’s to all the upcoming grads of the CLASS of 2017 and our highest thoughts and best wishes go 

to you in your last semester in high school.  

 
Work hard. Play nice!  

 

 

 
 

 

 
CLUB LECTIO SCRIPTO (formerly the Community of Readers and Writers) We kicked off the New 

Year with an Ice Cream Party on January 19 and enjoyed a storytelling activity.  We’ll be meeting again 

February 2 and 16 (the 1st and 3rd Thursdays) from 4:00 to 5:00 in STEM 1 for fun activities and SNACKS!   

Please come and bring your bright ideas to share with the group.  You can also bring a friend! Contact Ms. 

Martinson (tmartinson@taosacademy.org ) or Ms. Joseph (ljoseph@taosacademy.org ) for more information. 

 

 

 



 
 

Robotics Club 
This year, Taos Academy will return to the annual Roborave in Albuquerque.  Our robotics club will be 

preparing for this competition on Fridays from 2:30-5:00.  All serious and dedicated students are invited.  For 

questions, contact Mr. Shawver at lshawver@taosacademy.org 

 
 

From the Sports Coordinator 
A reminder that all students participating in off-campus activities requiring leaving campus early must fill out 

and turn in this form to Mr. Shawver.  GPA will determine eligibility after 9 weeks of classes.  Keep up your 

grades and have fun! 

 

 

 

 

Stick Bridge Competition 

This activity is open to all interested 5th and 6th graders.  We will begin planning and building on Thurs Feb 

2nd from 10:15-11:15.   We only have 2 teams so are encouraging others to join us.  We have already gone over 

the code of terms, rules and regulations, explored basic engineering concepts, made our competition teams and 

passed our knowledge quizzes.  We will then tentatively continue to meet Tues from 10:15-11:15 and after the 

Winter weeks possibly Thursday afternoons and/or Fridays. Our competition is Friday April 7 from 8:30-11:30 

at Taos Charter School.  Students will arrive at 8:30, set up their display and weigh in.  They can then have a 

play break and look at their competition.  At this time we also need volunteers to judge the bridges and 

presentations.  At 9:45 we will start the bridge breaking and the competition for most efficient.  Come join us 

and cheer on our teams, or even better help us be an aesthetic judge contact Ms. 

Henshaw(jhenshaw@taosacademy.org) if interested.  I also need a parent for heading up this part of the 

competition and tallying all the votes!  If you can’t come cheer us on we are looking for donations for prizes for 

the winning teams.  (There are 4-6 kids per team so there would need to be 6 prizes for each of the 3 

categories). 

mailto:lshawver@taosacademy.org
https://drive.google.com/a/taosacademy.org/file/d/0B_Az2s-dvkYnUWtRUlhpZ3oxNnM/view?usp=sharing
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TAOS ACADEMY GIFT OPPORTUNITIES 

 

           
 
School Portraits- 
Go to:  sparrowphoto.zenfolio.com 
● Select My Photos from the drop down menu 

● Choose the gallery you wish to view. 

● pick your favorites 

● share with friends and family 

● create gifts for family and friends. 

  
To only view High School Portraits click below 
Taos Academy School Portraits Fall 10-12 Staff 
To only view Middle School Portraits 
Taos Academy School Portraits Fall 2016 
Smiling, 
Heather Lynn Sparrow 
SPARROW PHOTOGRAPHY   
A portion of each sale comes back to our school to support our programs. 

 

Shopping - You can now support Taos Academy with your gift shopping!! 
When you shop at Amazon - Amazon Smile will contribute a portion of their sales to Taos Academy 

Foundation. Just follow this link - http://smile.amazon.com /ch/27-2765965 - and start shopping!! 

 

Taos Academy Store- Items such as teddy bears, sweatshirts, hats, and tote bags can be 

purchased through Zen folio.  Just follow this link - taosacademyphotography.zenfolio.com - and start 

shopping!! 

 

Taos Academy Photography - Students in photography class have taken marvelously creative 

photos.  You may purchase the photos or aprons, mugs, mouse pads, etc. with the photos printed on them at - 

sparrowphoto.zenfolio.com  

 

http://sparrowphoto.zenfolio.com/
http://sparrowphoto.zenfolio.com/
http://sparrowphoto.zenfolio.com/p567589679
http://sparrowphoto.zenfolio.com/tag
http://sparrowphoto.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-2765965
http://taosacademyphotography.zenfolio.com/
http://taosacademyphotography.zenfolio.com/


Taos Academy Foundation - Relatives and Friends may want to contribute to our school in 

your name or you may want to give a donation as a gift to the school.  Just go to taosacademy.org and click on 

the "Donate" button at the top of the home page.  If you, a relative, or a friend want to contribute to a specific 

student’s senior trip, be sure to add a note to your donation as to who you want your donation to benefit. 

 

 

It’s Box Tops for Education submission time again! Turn in your Box Tops before February 

24th, 2017 so they can be included in our school’s April check – it’s our last chance this school year to earn 

cash for our school. We have currently collected $110.  Help us reach our annual goal of $500. All Box Tops 

turned in after this date will go toward next fall’s submission.  

 

 

2/2 - Groundhog Day   

2/3 & 2/10 - Winter Activity Days 

2/10 - Sweet Slide Fundraiser 

2/13 - Governing Council Meeting 5:30 

2/14 - Valentine’s Day   

2/20 - NOT a holiday for TA - President’s Day   

2/23- MS Dance 6:30-8:30pm (drop off and pick up out back & not before 6:30)    

2/28 - Parent Advisory 5:30 - Mardi Gras   

http://taosacademy.org/


    
At a glance 

3/3 - Student Led Parent Conferences 
3/6 - Governing Council Meeting 5:30 

3/10 - 3/17 - Spring Break   

3/11-3/14 - Senior Trip             
3/28 - Parent Advisory 5:30 

 

 
PARENT ADVISORY/FOUNDATION MEETING – 5:30 – 7:00 

Tuesday January 31st, 2016 

Taos Academy 

110 Paseo Del Canon West  

Taos, NM 

575-751-3109 

 

Taos Academy Parent Advisory/Foundation Meetings are held the last Tuesday of each month.  The 

Advisory committee welcomes parent participation.  The mission of the committee is to help move the 

organization forward with strategic planning and quality assurance. Please review the norms, roles and 

agenda to further understand the structure of the meeting. Thank you and we look forward to ideas related to 

our mission. 

Meeting Agenda: 

 

5:30    Attendance - Angela Pacheco, Teresa Tomashot, Don Bush, Ron Cline, Jeanette Henshaw, Traci Filiss, 

Karen Moulton, Luz Pino, Joe Gomez,  

5:30-5:45 Student presentations  

 

Discussion items: 5:45– 7:00 - Meeting norms: Respect time, come with solutions, win-win, champion a 

committee. 
Discussion Items: 

SWOT analysis -  
Strengths: Preparing test course for prospective parents/students, Individualized curriculum, flexibility 
per student, customizations, building student confidence, internships, meets needs of rural community, 
variety of supplemental classes (STEM), college link prepares students, time management skills, older 
students working with younger students, support for all students, staff support of student needs, choice 
choice choice!! 
Weaknesses: college link, date stamps for selecting enrolling TA students in UNM classes. (first come 
first serve), transitioning mid-year (new parents & students), Parent portal training (parent mentor), 
lack of student orientation mid-year, information overload for new families, schedules are confusing, 



preparing for finals, weights of final exams, turn over realizations about reality, catching up is hard, 
no  live science labs.  

Opportunities: science lab coop. Partnerships, expanding internship (career pathways), transportation 
coordination (RDT). Coordinating carpools, new building revenue, tech-center, informational 
promotional (flyers for community), and more ways to incorporate older students working with 
younger.  
Threats: budget, new state and federal regulations, misinformation in the community, perception of 
charter schools,  

 

Sweet-slide- Working on different ideas for sweet slide donations. Money or pledges due by January 9th. Aura 
yoga is donating Sunday night proceeds to TA. Raffle tickets, pledge sheet, $50 donation to TA, raffle of Ron’s 
family portraits on GALA night, house warming, donations to facility. 

 

Senior trip: Getting closer to money needed for the trip to LA with 16 seniors. Continuing fundraisers to 
support the trip. 
 

Mid School Winter Dance: Thursday, February 23rd 6:30 to 8:30.  

 

Bridge Contest at Taos Charter Friday, April 7th.  

 

Prom: Saturday, April 8th (more info to come)  

 

Graduation May 19th TCA (more to come) 

 

Facility: Metal building will be done next week. Will have solar electric, synthetic floor in gym (rubber base). 
Other items will be determined by funds raised to supply more equipment.  

 

See Something Say Something (Verizon app. challenge): Four TA students and one THS student have won 
best in region and waiting to hear about best in nation TBA. Awesome job everyone! 

 

Next month: Legislature, facility update, Sweet slide report, senior trip, 8th grade grad, facility, Prom, GALA, 
EOY. 


